Charge to the Jury.
Mr Justice Darling
what was called introspection: always worrying, and thinking
she had not done her part in that or this direction, so that one
can imagine she would be somewhat tiresome to anybody who had
to lire with her. But that she was very fond of her husband and
children every one agrees, and her worrying was greatly caused
by a fear that she had not done her duty to them in various
directions. She suffered from what is called neuritis for a long
time, and she found it difficult at times to play the piano, because
the neuritis affected her fingers. How the neuritis was produced
is a matter of opinion, but that in August, 1920, she was in
ill-health there is no doubt. She was so ill that not long after-
wards she was taken to the asylum at Barnwood, because she was
suffering from various symptoms showing she was not then in her
right mind. She had delusions of various kinds, and the doctors
who were called in by the defendant certified that it was a case
in which she required to be kept in an asylum, which she was told
was a rest home, in order that she might get better, and she did
get better and canie out. At that time, when she was taken to
the asylum, there is considerable contest amongst the doctors as
to what was really the matter with her, whether it was peripheral
neuritis or something else, or rheumatoid arthritis or something
different, and I do not know if we shall ever get to know exactly
what it was, and perhaps you will be unable to arrive, with
any certainly, at what she was suffering from at that time, but
the doctors for the prosecution and the defence all agree that she
was suffering from poison. The doctors for the defence called it
auto-toxsemia—that is to say, a poison. Some of the doctors
called it auto-intoxication—that does not mean it is a poison which
acts for a time on the brain like beer or gin and passes oft and the
person becomes sober again. Auto-intoxication does not mean
that the person is drunk. What they mean is that a poison is
working in the system which has arisen not from something ori-
ginating outside, but that it has grown up within the system,
that some organ has gone wrong—the kidneys or what not—and
that some organ does not perform its proper functions, and has
thus created in the body a poison which produces this, that, or the
other disease; and the doctors say that is the result of auto-
intoxication. But it is said by the prosecution this was not
auto-intoxication at all; it was toxaemia, that is quite true; it was
a poison, and they say that it was due to the introduction of
a poison in the system from outside, and the suggestion is that
that poison was arsenic. You* heard the doctors on both sides
describe the symptoms, and the doctors for the prosecution, Dr.
Spilsbury, Sir William Willcox, and Dr. Hincks, are all of opinion
that the condition before she went to the asylum was due to her
having been poisoned with arsenic. Dr. Toogood and Dr. Ainslie
and Dr. Speed came to the conclusion, they tell us, that it was auto-
toxin—that it was poison, but poison produced within the body
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